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The rest of the Santo Domingo fleet is in Jamaica. Two vessels
were lost there but the rest are in Jamaica.
Off the Organos these corsairs took a ship laden with hides and
cochineal which had left New Spain with Rodrigo de Rada. It
drove ashore in sight of the Organos, toward Cape San Antonio.
Two frigates were sent out to see what could be salvaged but they
found the ship under water. The cargo was lost. Similarly they took
another laden with flour and biscuit. They carried off the biscuit
but left the flour and the vessel came into this harbour some three
days ago.
There are here, in manifested gold and silver from the Main and
Mexico, six and a half millions belonging to Your Majesty and to
private individuals, exclusive of merchandise. It was not right to
take any chances with it in a time like the present, dangerous both
because the season is so far advanced and also because of the news
of corsairs. Your Majesty's armada nowr in this port does not seem
to me protection enough to warrant running any risks with this
treasure within the time limit Your Majesty has set.
Juan de Oribe brought three ships. Excepting my flagship, the
vice-admiral, the Campechana and Gaspar Nunez's, the rest here are
not to be counted upon, for they are old and small, with little arma-
ment and that of iron and small calibre. Your Majesty will deign to
consider this matter and reinforce us with ships and men and
artillery. If, because of our sins, things were to go wrong it would be
a very heavy blow to Your Majesty's realms and to all Christen-
dom .,,
In view of the audacity of these corsairs and because they have
made us sound the alarm in this city three or four times, we thought
best to make ready four ships, which are the Creciente, Your Majesty's
frigate which was built here, the flagship Rodrigo de Rada brought
from Spain and the Esperanza, zabra. These have been furnished
with ordnance and men from the other vessels and are ready, Vice-
Admiral Luis Alfonso Flores in command. They will proceed as far
as Cruz del Padre. If they find no news of corsairs they will return
but as long as we remain here they will be held in readiness to go
out promptly on any occasion that may present itself. This seemed
to us to be the measure most advisable at the present time----
... Havana, August 24,1590.
Diego de la Ribera (Rubric).